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HAND CARRY TO: January 7, 2004 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
2011 South Clark Place 
Customer Window 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 

Arlington, VA 22202 • : -i 

Sir: 

This is a Petition to withdraw the above-mentioned 
application from Issue. The necessary fee under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.17(h) of $130.00 is enclosed. 



FACTS 

The above-mentioned application has been allowed, and the 
Issue Fee was paid on December 4, 2003. 

WITHDRAWAL REQUEST 

It is requested that the above-mentioned application be 

withdrawn from Issue for the following reason: 
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□ Unpatentability of one or more claims, which petition 
must be accompanied by an unequivocal statement that one or more 
claims are unpatentable, an amendment to such claim or claims, 
and an explanation as to how the amendment causes such claim or 
claims to be patentable (37 C.F.R. § 1.313(c)(1)); 

Consideration of a request for continued examination in 
compliance with § 1.114 (37 C.F.R. § 1.313(c)(2)), a copy of the 
concurrently filed Request for Continued Examination is attached 
hereto; or 

□ Express abandonment of the application. Such express 
abandonment may be in favor of a continuing application (37 
C.F.R. § 1.313(c) (3) ) . 

Please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2448 in the amount of 
$130.00 for the required Petition fee. A duplication of this 
authorization is attached. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fee 
required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension 
of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 





Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
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